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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG, SA 

SUBJECT: FIRE AT ARAMCO'S ABQAIQ FACILITY 

1 . ARAMCO MANAGEMENT IS CURRENTLY ATTEMPTING TO CONTAIN A 
SIZEABLE FIRE WHICH BROKE OUT YESTERDAY MAY 1 1 AT APPROXIMATELY 
3:00 P.M. AT TWO OF THE COMPANY'S ABQAIQ PUMPING STATION. 

ARAMCO CHAIRMAN FRANK JUNGERS STATES THAT THE FIRE WILL 
REDUCE THE COMPANY'S PRODUCTION FOR A TIME ; 

BUT IT DOES NOT AT THIS POINT APPEAR THAT THE LOSS 
WILL BE A MAJOR OR LONG TERM ONE. THE FIRE HAS PRODUCED 
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ONE FATALITY THUS FAR (STILL UNIDENTIFIED BUT NOT AN 

AMERICAN) AND SOME 26 KNOWN CAATGLTIES INCLUDING 12 WITH SERIOUS 

FIRST AWD SECOND DEGREE BURNS. 

2. THE FIRE APPEARS TO HAVE STARTED IN A PIPE LINE BETWEEN 

TWO PUMPING STATIONS, AND THE COMPANY DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER 
THE FIRE RESULTED FROM ARSON OR NATURAL CAUSES. SENIOR 
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VICE PRESIDENT FOR ENGINEERING, FRANK FUGATE, STATES THAT 
EVEN THOUGH THE FIRE IS STILL BURNING, OIL CONTINUES TO BE 
PUMPED TO RAS TANURA FROM THE ABQAIQ PUMPING STATION 

ALTHOUGH IN REDUCED AMOUNTS. FUGATE IS ATTEMPTING TO ASSESS 
THE DAMAGE THIS MORNING AND TO ESTIMATE THE 
AMOUNT OF TIME NECESSARY TO REPAIR THE DAMAGE. HE TOLD 
CONSUL GENERAL LAST EVENING THAT HE BELIEVES THE DAMAGE CAN BE 
REPAIRED REMARKABLY QUICKLY BEAUSE ARAMCO HAS SO MUCH 
SIMILAR EQUIPMENT EITHER IN INVENTORY IN DHAHRAN OR ENROUTE 
TO SAUDI ARABIA FOR ITS VARIOUS EXPANSION PROJECTS. 

3. ACCORDING TO FRAGMENTARY SITREP FROM ARAMCO EARLY TODAY, 

MAY 12, FIRE IS UNDER CONTROL. FIRE 

APPARENTLY HAS DAMAGED ONE TANK IN CRUDE OIL TANK FARM ON EDGE 
OF ABQAIQ BUT ADEQUATE PRECAUTIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN TO PREVENT 
FIRE FROM SPREADING. ON NATURAL GAS SPHEROID HAS BEEN AFFECTED 
BUT THE GAS PROCESSING FACILITY HAS NOT BEEN DAMAGED. COMPANY 
SPOKESMAN COMMENTS THAT FIRE IS "BAD ONE" BUT IS NOT THE WORST EVER 
EXPEIENCED BY ARAMCO. 

4. POST HAS BEEN PASSED CONTENTS OF PURPORTED MOBIL 

PRESS RELEASE WHICH DESCRIBES ABQAIQ FIRE AS "MAJOR CATASTROPHE" 
WHICH HAS CUT ARAMCO'S CRUDE PORDUCTION BY 6 MILLION BPD. 

ARAMCO CHAIRMAN JUNGZRS CHARACTERIZES MOBIL OIL REPORT 
AS "INACCURATE AND UNAUTHORIZED". CHAIRMAN IS PERSONALLY 
DIRECTING HIS STAFF IN PREPARATION OF PRESS RELEASE 

WHICH POST WILL TBANSMIT AS IMMEDIATE TELEGRAM AS SOON AS RELEASED. 
BUSHNELL 
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